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General education programmes

VET programmes

Programmes combining VET and general education

Also available to adults

O�cially recognised vocational qualifications

Qualifications allowing access to the next education level

Giving access to tertiary education

End of compulsory education

Possible progression routes

Possible but atypical study paths

Work-based learning, either at the workplace or a VET institution

Apprenticeship available 

WBL

(•)

(•)

TERTIARY LEVEL

SECOND CHANCE AND ADULT LEARNING

(•)

(•)

EQF 6-7

EQF 5-6

ISCED 864

ISCED 665, 666

ISCED 667, 767

EQF 8

Doctoral 
programmes, 

3+ years

Post-graduate 
programmes,1-2 years

Undergraduate 
programmes,

3-5 years
EQF 5

ISCED 544, 554

Higher certificate 
programmes, 2 years

EQF 4-5

EQF 4-5

Apprenticeship
up to 4 years,
WBL ca 80%

Post-leaving certificate 
courses, 1-2 years

ISCED 453, 443

EQF 3-5

Traineeship various du- 
rations, WBL min. 30%

ISCED 353, 453ISCED 453

EQF 3-4 EQF 3-4

Upper secondary 
general programmes, 

2 years

Upper secondary 
general programmes, 

2 years
ISCED 344 ISCED 343

Optional transition ISCED 341

EQF 2

ISCED 244

Lower secondary programmes at di�erent schools

Youthreach 
programmes 

for early 
school 

leavers aged 
15-20

ISCED 244, 343

Vocational 
training for 

unemployed 
(VTOS); 
specific 

skills 
training

ISCED 343, 344,
351

EQF 2-5

Back to 
education 
initiative 

ISCED 244, 342,
343, 351, 352,
353, 451, 453

Literacy 
training and 
community 
education

ISCED 244, 343,
100, 453

Upskilling 
and

reskilling for
employed;

skills to 
advance,
eCollege

ISCED 351, 451

(•)

VET in the Irish education and 
training system

EQF 2-4 EQF 1-5 EQF 1-5 EQF 3-5


