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OPEN INVITATION TO TENDER
AO/RPA/AZU-TODUN/Pilot-European-Employer-Survey/015/09
‘Developing and piloting an employer survey on skill needs in Europe’
REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION Nr. 1 (RS/PRO/2009/776)
Participants to the call have requested the following clarifications:
Question 1 from the participant:
As for the economic & financial capacity of consortia, the minimum amounts mentioned in point 3.2 (? 500.000,00 for the average of turnover and/or? 200.000 for relevant services turnover) are to be reached by each member of the consortia or by the whole consortia?
Cedefop clarification 1:

The tenderer may choose to submit a tender either alone, or as a consortium or a partnership with subcontractors.  In accordance with point 3.2 and 4.1 of the tender specifications, the tenderer is requested to submit proof of financial and technical capacity. The minimum requirements related to the turnover will therefore concern the consortium or the partnership with subcontractors as a whole since the consortium or the partnership is considered to be the tenderer itself.
Question 2 from the participant:

As for subcontractors, if a subcontractor doesn't reach the minimum ceiling of 10% of the work value (and total subcontracting does not exceed 40%), but the tenderer would anyway like to specify the name, role, activities of this subcontractor company in the technical proposal, does this subcontractor have to provide the evidence of the selection criteria? 
Cedefop clarification 2:

No, in accordance with point 4.2 of the tender specifications, only the subcontractor undertaking more than 10 % of the total value of the work should provide evidence of the selection criteria, provided that total subcontracting doesn't exceed 40% of the total value of the work. However, as per point 3.2 - technical capacity, the tenderer must provide the detailed CV of all research members.
Question 3 from the participant:

One company should be responsible for all the countries involved in the survey?
Cedefop clarification 3:

It is up to each tenderer to decide whether he will submit his tender, either as leader of a consortium or in a partnership with sub-contractors (see section 4 of the tender documents). It is also up to the tenderer to decide on the composition of the research team and to manage it so as to cover effectively the full geographical scope of the study. In all cases, as per point 4.2, “If awarded, the contract will be signed by the Tenderer, who will be vis-à-vis Cedefop, the only contracting party responsible for the performance of this contract”.

Question 4 from the participant:
Are we allowed to ‘select’ pilot countries or is this standard and should be proposed by you?

Cedefop clarification 4:

As per points 2.4 and 5.2 of the tender specifications, tenderers are requested to suggest in their technical proposal a well-reasoned and balanced combination of 5-6 countries. The final selection of the countries for the pilot study will be done in cooperation with Cedefop (as part of point 2.4, Phase 2). 

Question 5 from the participant:

Have you sent this tender to other countries too? If yes, this is highly associated with the countries that we will choose to do the pilot survey.

Cedefop clarification 5:

This call for tender procedure that has been published in the EU Official Journal is open to all potential tenderers, independently of their country of establishment. As regards the selection of countries for the pilot study, please see our answer in point 3 above.

Question 6 from the participant:

The tender mentions that the survey will last 2 years and that the budget for those 2 years is 2.000.000 Euros. However, you also mention that the survey may last 4 years. Do you mean that the survey will be repeated again with another 2.000.000 Euros for the next 2 years or that the same survey may last 4 years and the budget remains 2.000.000 Euros?

Cedefop clarification 6:

In accordance with point 1.5 of the tender specifications, the total budget has been estimated at 2.000.000 Euro for the whole framework contract. Studies described in the C4T and foreseen to end by December 2011 (first 2 years of the contract) have an estimated value of 1.800.000 Euro. However, possible additional studies also included in the total budget, for an estimated amount of 200.000 Euro, may be required. As per point 1.7 of the tender specifications, the FWC resulting from this procedure is concluded for one year and may be automatically renewed up to four years. 

Question 7 from the participant:

What do you mean by ‘National Experts’? Can we choose relative companies or only natural persons that have an expertise in the aspects involved in?

Cedefop clarification 7:

Group of national experts (as mentioned in point 2.4, Phase 1) means panel of country experts established by Cedefop within its Skillsnet network. They are natural persons that are highly knowledgeable about and experienced in the related field of study in their country. Most of them are part of the process since 2007, when Cedefop launched this initiative on employer surveys as a tool to identify skill needs. The group of experts is managed by Cedefop and is not subject of this call for tender.

Question 8 from the participant:

Last but not least, we would like to know if there is the possibility to discuss/meet with a person from your side regarding the content of this study and relative aspects that cannot be asked in straightforward questions but need to be discussed in detail in order to understand the main issues of this study. This is very crucial and highly correlated with the cost estimation we need to provide to you.

Cedefop clarification 8:

For reasons of transparency and equal treatment amongst all tenderers, and in accordance with relevant EU administration rules, contacts between the Contracting Authority (Cedefop) and the tenderers are prohibited save in exceptional circumstances – please refer to point 7 of the invitation letter.
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