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Thessaloniki, 02/09/2008

RS/PRO/2008/929
OPEN INVITATION TO TENDER

AO/RES/ICTF/ DB-ADMIN/019/08

‘Database administration services - Sybase and MS SQL’

REQUEST FOR CLARIFICATION (1) – QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Question No. 1   

We have some queries regarding the eligibility of our company to participate to the particular tender.

In section 3.2.1 Economic & Financial capacity of the document titled “Invitation to Tender and Tender specifications: AO/RES/ICTF/DB-ADMIN/019/08” (as it is included in the Attachments), regarding the participation requirements, it is mentioned: 

“Requirement

The tenderer must be in a stable financial position and have the economic and financial capacity to perform the contract. The annual turnover of the tenderer (in case of a consortium - of the leading member of the consortium) shall amount to at least EUR 200’000 for each of the last two years for which the accounts have been closed.”

1. Our company does not have a legal obligation to publish balance sheets until the end of the year 2008 due to it’s over twelve month financial period status, which started on January 2007, as it is stated in its instrument of constitution.

Alternatively our company could provide you with the “Official reports with general ledger accounts” for the time period January – December 2007, where it is clearly shown that the annual turnover exceeds the amount of 200.000,00 Euros for calendar year 2007. 

Our company could also provide you the same documents (Official reports with general ledger accounts) for the time period January – June 2008 (calendar year 2008) where it is also shown that, for the particular time period, the company’s annual turnover up to that date, already exceeds the amount of 200.000,00 Euros.

Therefore, is the provision of the above mentioned documents acceptable in order to ensure eligibility of our company for participation to the tender, concerning the economic & financial capacity for the last two years? 

Cedefop’s clarification to Question No. 1 
The requirement for a minimum annual turnover of 200,000 € does not have necessarily to be presented by information of published balance sheets. In order to comply with the provision, the tenderer should provide documents furnishing evidence for its turnover for the last two calendar years (2006 and 2007). Please see also the clarifications to Questions No. 2 and 3.
In case a company was constituted at a later point of time within the year 2006, the tenderer should provide the documents to prove its turnover for 2007 and for the first six months of 2008 as proposed.
Cedefop would regard this as sufficient, since no minimum experience of the tenderer has been required as a selection criterion for technical and professional capacity.
Question No.  2   

2. Does the tenderer have to provide ONLY ONE of the three below mentioned types of documents? OR the tenderer must provide all the below mentioned types of documents AND ONE of them should show evidence of a minimum annual turnover of 200.000,00 Euros?

“Proof of economic and financial capacity may in particular be furnished by the following documents:

- appropriate statements from the banks or evidence of professional risk indemnity insurance;

- balance sheets or extracts from balance sheets for at least the last two years for which accounts have been closed (where publication of the balance sheet is required under the company law of the country in which the economic operator is established);

- a statement of overall turnover and turnover concerning services covered by the contract during the last two financial years.

One of these documents must show evidence of a minimum annual turnover of 200.000,00 Euro for each of the last two years.”

Cedefop’s clarification to Question No. 2

The tenderer is required to provide evidence for a minimum annual turnover of 200,000 € for each of the last two years by submitting one of the above-mentioned documents.
As statements from banks, evidence of professional risk indemnity insurance and balance sheets usually do not contain evidence of the annual turnover, a statement of overall turnover and turnover concerning services covered by the contract during the last two financial years would be considered as sufficient.
Question No. 3   

3. In the case that only one of the above mentioned documents must be provided and considering that our case satisfies the following:

“In case the tenderer (or the leader of the Consortium) is unable to furnish such documents he is required to provide justification for non provision.”

Can the provision of a statement from the tenderer’s legal representative together with the tenderer’s instrument of constitution, where it is stated the exclusion of the tenderer for publishing balance sheets, be considered as appropriate justification of non provision of the balance sheets?

Cedefop’s clarification to Question No. 3
As it is upon the tenderer’s discretion to choose among the three types of documents to be furnished, it is not mandatory to provide balance sheets. Thus no additional statement has to be furnished.
If the tenderer is not able to provide evidence for a minimum annual turnover of 200,000 €, statements with regard to the fulfilment of the annual turnover in a shorter period of time, together with a statement of the tenderer’s legal representative describing the situation and the tenderer’s instrument of constitution should be provided.
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