One of the participants to the call for proposal has asked some questions. Please find below the questions together with the related answers for you information.
	Question: Regarding the following question, it is not clear to us whether the last sentence (indicate sources and selection criteria) refers to the selection of sources to be used when preparing the reports, or to the selection of the publications to be listed, or to the selection of the consortium members?

[Reporting and analysing information on systems and developments 

Please draw up a list, covering the last three years, of publications, studies and reports prepared by consortium members in the field of vocational education and training. 

The following information must be supplied: sources used (in particular official sources, the social partners and trade associations) and selection criteria.]

	Answer 

The selection criteria refer to the selection of sources. It does not refer to the publications nor to the consortium members. 


	Question: Do we understand it correctly that since we are a public sector body we do not have to answer the following questions: 

2.1. 7th box 
Financial viability of the applicant and of any third parties involved throughout the period during which the planned action or work programme is to be carried out. 

Any guarantees granted by third parties, 
Any other factors demonstrating financial viability, 
Any risks or uncertainties about implementation. 

Pursuant to Annex 3 and Call for proposal 7.2, we should attach the annual budget for the past 2 years, only and not even an external audit report?

	Answer:
Section 7.2 Financial capacity of the full text of the call states that “the verification of financial capacity shall not apply to public bodies, or international organisations”. Therefore, as public body, you do not need to answer the question 2.1 7th box (Financial viability of the applicant).
Pursuant to Annex 3 Financial Documents, and considering footnote 6, the applicant should only provide the annual budget for the past 2 years.


	Question: Is it enough to provide only the starting and closing date for the next question or do we have to indicate also a summary timetable for carrying out each of the tasks?

2.2 DURATION AND SUMMARY TIMETABLE FOR CARRYING OUT THE ACTION / WORK PROGRAMME

	Answer  

Pursuant to Section 2.6 of the full text of the call (Working Methods), a detailed annual work programme should be presented to Cedefop.

Pursuant to section 3 of the full text of the call (Timetable), second paragraph, the project must start between June 2006 and July 2006 for a maximum duration of 12 months.


	Question: Concerning Annex 1 Contracts for implementing the action - contracting an expert may be necessitated in preparing the detailed thematic analysis (DTA). However, it is difficult to assess the need for it without knowing the proposed theme of the DTA to be written in 2006/2007. Could you possibly let us know DTA to be written in 2006/2007?

	Answer 

The Detailed Thematic Analysis to be delivered in the frame of the 2006-07 ReferNet Work Programme is “Skills and competence development and innovative pedagogy”.


	Question: Do the questions regarding confirmed and requested external funds (4. OTHER SOURCES OF EXTERNAL FINANCE, EXCLUDING ANY COMMUNITY GRANT) refer only to ReferNet activities or are we to answer them concerning all other projects of our organisation? 

	Answer  

Section 4 of the Grant application form states that “the data [..] are to be provided for each external sponsor of the action or work programme”. 
Therefore, “other sources of external finance, excluding Community grant” only refer to ReferNet activities. 


	Question: It is not very clear to us if the "other third parties involved in carrying out the action" (Annex 1 section 2.3.2.) refers to the consortium members or not. 
If yes, does it mean that we have to provide for each member not only the info asked for in Annex 1, but also the financial info asked regarding their financial availability in section 2., and if we should provide a letter of commitment from the consortium members pursuant to Annex 3?

	Answer  

“Other third parties involved in carrying out the action for which the grant is being requested" (Annex 1 section 2.3.2.) refer to consortium members.
For each member, the information asked for in Annex 1 section 2.3.2. should be provided.

Section 2.1 (Financial viability) box 7 of the grant application form states that “... this section must show that the applicant has stable and sufficient sources of funding to continue operating throughout the period during which the action is being carried out ...”.
Therefore, the financial viability information must be provided only for the applicant. The same information can be provided for any other third parties involved throughout the period during which the planned action or work programme is to be carried out. Cedefop reserves the right, during the evaluation process, to ask for the financial viability of any other third parties, if this information will be needed.
Pursuant to Annex 1 bullet 2.3.2 and Annex 3, a letter of commitment (undertaking to carry out the action) should be provided by the consortium members (i.e. other third parties involved in carrying out the action for which a grant is being requested).

In order to avoid repeating the same information in multiple locations, applicants are welcome to make, in their proposal, cross-references to information available in the various sections of the grant application and annexes.  


